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“Welcomed into the Household of God”

Many of us grew up hearing about Southern Hospitality. I think it could
also be rural hospitality. There is something about being separated from towns
and centers of commerce that seems to bring out in us the concern for the
traveler. It is not that towns and cities are bad, but there one has many options
for getting a bit of food and drink, for finding a place to rest. In the countryside
one does not always run up on a store, restaurant or hotel.

I remember stories that my grandparents told about people, especially
during The Depression, coming through the White Oak area of Stafford County
who would knock on the door and ask for a sandwich, a glass of milk, bread, or
anything that the family could spare. As far as I know not a single person,
regardless of race, was turned away emptyhanded. There might not have been
much to share but there was something.

Desert hospitality is much the same. As we heard in the lesson from
Genesis, Abraham notices three travelers approaching his camp. He does not
hesitate to ask them to stop and rest, wash their feet, and take a little water.
When they accept he immediately ups the ante and gets his wife Sarah to begin
baking while he has his servant prepare a choice calf for his visitors’ meal.

Nomadic peoples know the dangers of the desert and wilderness. They
know that despite one’s best plans a traveler can run out of water and food.
When a sojourner shows up near their camp they welcome them with open
arms. They do this because they know they could be that sojourner in another
situation. They could be the one in need. As long as the traveler is peaceful
they will be hospitably welcomed.

This ethos of the desert became so instilled in the Hebrew people that it
became sacred. In the Book of Deuteronomy Moses commands the people of
Israel, “For the LORD your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God,
mighty and awesome, who is not partial and takes no bribe, who executes
justice for the orphan and the widow, and who loves the strangers, providing
them food and clothing. You shall also love the stranger, for you were
strangers in the land of Egypt.”! We are to welcome all people because all
people are made in God’s image.

Human beings seem to find this an easier command to keep when the
stranger looks like us, talks like us, and seems similar to us. The more
different the stranger appears the more likely we are to be wary. Then we are
more likely to hide behind the curtains and not answer the doorbell. We are
less likely to share with them.

Andrei Rublev is a Russian monk who lived in the late 14th and early 15th
centuries. There is very little known about his life. However, he left the world

! Deuteronomy 10:17-19 NRSV
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the gift of numerous amazing icons. The most famous icon is known by several
names “The Old Testament Trinity”, “The Three Travelers”, “The Angels at
Mamre”, or simply “The Trinity.” The image is based on the story we heard
today from Genesis. In it three angels sit around a small table. In the
background we see the oaks of Mamre where Abraham had made his camp. We
also see outlines of some buildings which could symbolize Jerusalem or the
cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to which the angels are headed.
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The three angels symbolize the three

members of the Trinity. We can determine the
| person of each figure by how they relate. The

_ figure on the left is the Father, because the
other two have bowed their heads slightly in his
direction. The center figure is the Son, as his
. hand is blessing the bread in the center of the
|| table. That leaves the Holy Spirit who sits on
' the right as we face the image.

What may not be obvious at first is that
there is one side of the table open. That is the
side of the table that is the viewer's perspective
is open for us. We are welcomed to the table to
sit with the Trinity at this holy meal.
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Today we welcome a little boy into this
family and to our table. James Edwin Lasage will be baptized and welcomed
into the household of God. We may rejoice in this baptism, but feel our
participation is passive; that we are only observers. Which is far from true.

To live the Christian life one needs not only family—parents, siblings and
grandparents. We also need a community of love. That is a community of
people who encourage and strengthen us. It is also a community of people who
teach us and celebrate us. It is also the community that holds up our family
day in and day out as we seek to live the life that Jesus calls all of us to. This is
a big responsibility.

During the liturgy I will ask you to stand and all of you as the people of
God will be asked “Will you uphold James in his life in Christ?” You will
respond heartily, “We will.” James may not understand this today, but his
parents and Godparents will. When he is old enough to ask about his baptism
they can remind him that a whole church of people promised to be with him on
his journey, just as he will promise for others. That is how we make it through
the deserts and wildernesses of this life. It is how we manage when things are
rough and how we are cherished when all goes well.

We are the people of God giving gifts to God and to each other as we
sojourn in this world with our fellow strangers and friends. That is what we are
made for and why we are here. Thanks be to God.
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