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“My Shepherd Will Supply My Need”

Today is a special day for many reasons. In the secular world we
celebrate Mothers’ Day honoring those who are mothers or who serve in the
role of mother. It is also the day when we say goodbye to our beloved friends
Corinna and Stephen Schrankel as they move to San Diego. In the church
today is known as Good Shepherd Sunday. Each year on the fourth Sunday
after Easter we read one of the Bible passages in which Jesus describes himself
as the Good Shepherd. Finally for us it is a special day as we welcome Margot
Talbot Carey into the household of God, through the water of baptism.

For now let us focus on the Good Shepherd and baptism. There are only
a few days in the church calendar that could be much better for a baptism
than Good Shepherd Sunday. We just heard a portion of John chapter 10.
Earlier in that chapter Jesus says, “I am the good shepherd. The good
shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. The hired hand, who is not the
shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the
sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. The
hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. I am
the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me.”! Jesus wants us to
know that there will be many who claim to be our shepherds. There will be
many who want to lay claim on our hearts. It might be a job, money, a charity,
a political party, school or something else. The difference between those and
Jesus is that Jesus will not leave us to fend for ourselves when the wolf is at
the door.

When your marriage or other relationship is in jeopardy Jesus will be
there to strengthen you. If you lose a job Jesus will be there to encourage you.
When a loved one dies Jesus will comfort you. When the terrible diagnosis
comes Jesus will be at your side through it all.

The church as the Body of Christ will lift you up and support you in love.
There will be prayers, laying on of hands, meals, rides to treatment, visits,
cards, and companionship. The church will not hang you out to dry because
you have hit a rough patch. Of course, the church, because it is made up of
people will not always get it right, but we try. We listen to Jesus, love like Jesus
and to treat each other the way Jesus would. It is what we are called to do and
who we are called to be in our baptism.

Speaking of baptism today we welcome Margot into the Household of
God. She has been a member of God’s family from before time. But today we
tell her and her parents that she is one of us. We pledge to care for her and her
family and help raise Margot into the full life of Christ.

Margot is a happy child. I expect she will have many days like today
when we will be able to rejoice with her. However, we all know that happiness
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is transient. There will be days when life will not seem so happy. That is when
she will need us most. On those days she will need us to remind her of our love
and care for her. We will need to remind her that she is beloved of God. We can
remind her that on this day we acknowledged God’s deep abiding love for her.
We will remind her that there is absolutely nothing she can do that will
diminish God’s love for her. We can help her remember that on this day God
said of her, “This is my beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” I pray these
words be written on her heart from this day forward.

May each of us be reminded that God said those same words to us at our
baptism. May each of us remember, especially in those dark days, that there is
nothing we can do to make God love us less. Christ the Good Shepherd is with
us and watching over us each and every day. Jesus the Good Shepherd will
always seek us out when we are lost, confused, or wandering. If we look to
Christ the Good Shepherd as our guide we will live up to the promise of the
Church and this church family; loving and caring for each other in generous
compassion and gentle love all the days of our life.

2 Mark 1:11 paraphrase
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